
Frequently Asked Questions About Cluster Grouping 
 
 

What does it mean to place students in cluster groups? 
In Alvin ISD, a group of gifted-identified students is placed (“clustered”) into a high-ability 
classroom with a teacher who is trained to differentiate curriculum and instruction for gifted 
students. 
 

Isn’t cluster grouping the same as tracking? 
No. In tracking, students are grouped into classrooms with others of comparable ability and 
remain together throughout their school years. Curriculum is based on the ability of the 
average students in the class.  
When clustered, all classes have a range of abilities. Teachers modify or extend grade-
level standards according to the students’ needs and abilities.  

 
Why should gifted students be placed in a cluster group instead of 
being assigned to all classes? 
Gifted students: 

 Need to spend time learning with others of like ability to experience challenge 
and make academic progress 

 Better understand their learning differences when they are with like-ability 
peers 

Teachers are more likely to differentiate curriculum when there is a group of gifted 
students in their classroom. 
 

What are the learning needs of gifted students? 
All students deserve consistent opportunities to learn new material. With gifted students, 
this means having opportunities to engage in intellectually stimulating endeavors that go 
beyond grade-level curriculum. 
 

Why not create small groups of gifted students in all classes? 
The desired outcomes of cluster grouping become greatly diminished when doing so 
because: 

 Teachers have students with a range of abilities that is too broad. 

 There are no opportunities for gifted-education leadership at the grade level. 

 There is less accountability for teachers to facilitate progress of their gifted 
learners. 

 Teachers feel a decreased need to identify gifted students. 

 Students’ learning needs are less apparent. 

 Providing appropriate teacher training becomes difficult. 
 

What are some advantages of cluster grouping? 
 Teachers can focus instruction to better meet all their students’ academic 

needs. 

 Achievement rises for most students. 

 Schools provide full-time gifted services with little additional cost. 
            
        Excerpts from The Cluster Grouping Handbook: A Schoolwide Model by Susan Winebrenner, M.S., and Dina Brulles, Ph.D. 


